CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS

MAYOR 'S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
KATJANA BALLANTYNE
MAYOR

GEORGE J. PROAKIS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

PLANNING DIVISION
HISTORIC PRESERVATION

STEP 1: DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE
STAFF REPORT

Site: 233 Tremont Street
Case: HPC.DMO 2022.18
Applicant: John F. Reilly

Owner: John F. Reilly and Liese
Reilly, Trustees of the Reilly
Trust

Legal Ad: The Applicant seeks to
demolish

a principal structure constructed
a minimum

of 75 years ago.

HPC Meeting Date: May 17, 2022

I. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Subject property and Historical Context: The subject property contains two addresses: 233 and
235 Tremont Street. The building is a wood-framed triple-decker sited near the intersection of
Webster Avenue. The property is located in Ward 11 / Cobble Hill.

This side of Tremont Street is dominated by wood-framed triple-deckers, forming a solid
streetscape of same. The string of triple-deckers breaks at 211 Tremont Street, the site of the
former through-lot auto garage that was adapted into condos ¢.2013. The remainder of the odd
side of Tremont Street presents a mix of triple-deckers, wood-framed front-gabled residential
buildings, some attached triple-deckers (aka “double triple-deckers™), a Mansard cottage, a flat-
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roofed, bracketed Italianate, and a set of Mansard rowhouses. The opposite side of Tremont
Street presents mostly 2 ¥2-story gable-ended residential structures with the occasional triple
decker and a cement block autobody commercial building.

Below: Aerial view of Tremont Street, Prospect Street, and Webster Avenue with 233 Tremont St. indicated.

The architecture of Ward 11 and Cobble Hill is quite diverse with some structures dating to the
early 19" century. Many of the early subdivisions platted in the later 19" and early 20" centuries
in this area were done so by some of the many industrialists in the City. Housing for employees
of the numerous industries in this area - such as the glassworks, meat packing, the Bleachery,
brickyards, the early auto industry, and American Tubeworks, among many others - was greatly
needed in the 19" and early 20" centuries. In addition to providing housing for local labor, area
streets were also developed with a nod to a new kind of resident: the commuter. As horse and
streetcar transportation expanded, so did the ability of residents to work farther afield than in
their own immediate neighborhood. Nearby Concord Avenue in particular, was developed for
this purpose and presented many well-designed Italianate and Second Empire style residences.

The earliest map available, the 1874 Hopkins map, plate 24, shows that the land on which 233
Tremont is found today had yet to be platted and no owner is indicated. A partial image of this
map appears below.
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Below: 1874 Hopkins map, plate 24 (partial)
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By the time the 1884 Hopkins map (plate 007) is published (below), this land has been platted
into four large lots with Cutter, Tower & Kidder listed as the owners. It was common in 19"
century Somerville to name streets after prominent land speculators, businessmen, and public
officials. It was no different with these three - several streets in Somerville bear these names:
Cutter Street, Cutter Avenue, Cutter Park, Tower Street, Tower Court, Kidder Avenue.
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Below: 1884 Hopkins map, plate 007.
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The 1895 Bromley map (plate 6) shows the building has now been constructed and the land
further subdivided. James and Patrick Canavan are listed as the owners of the building in 1895.
The earliest resident of this building that was found was in 1889; thus, it can be assumed that the
building was constructed between 1884-1889.

The names and occupations of these and other owners/occupants are listed later in this report.
Either initially or at a later point in history, this one building contained two separate addresses, as
it does today: 233 and 235 Tremont Street. Note, that in the late 1800s, the street numbers for
this building were originally 163 and 165.
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Site: 233 Tremont Street

Below: 1895 Bromley map, plate 6. James & Patrick Canavan, owners.
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Below: 1900 Sanborn map, 233 Tremont Street indicated

A list of occupants and owners (along with their occupations, if known) found to-date appears in the table
below:
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233 Tremont Street (aka 163 Tremont Street prior to 1900)

Name Year(s) Occupation Notes
occupied
Joseph C. Prescott 1889 Machinist
Frank V. Libby 1890-1899 | Manager
Timothy Curran 1896-1897 | Grocery clerk
Edward J. Larkin 1896-1898 | Teamster
John J. McCarville 1898 Clerk
Patrick Canavan™ 1896-1916 | Laborer *Owner of building as of 1895
James A. Canavan* 1898-1916 | Laborer (1902), *Owner of building as of 1895
driver
Richard Prenderville & wife Mary 1917-1920 | Fireman
Robert Martel & wife, Mabel R. 1924-1927 | Chauffeur
Peter A. Marchant* & wife, Anna 1933-1940 | Foreman *Served in WWI
Doris A. Marchand 1940
Paul E. Marchand 1940

235 Tremont Street (aka 165 Tremont Street prior to 1900)

Name Year(s) Occupation Notes
occupied

Edward E. Grew 1890-1891 | Collector

Edward Tighe 1897 Teamster

Hugh Fitzpatrick 1898-1900

John J. McCarville 1899-1900 | Clerk

Harry Arey 1901 Fireman

Mary E. Herlihy 1900-1903

Thomas Herlihy 1900-1902 | Marble cutter

Edward J. Herlihy 1900 Waiter

James P. Herlihy 1901-1902 | Waiter

Margaret McCabe 1902 Widow (of John McCabe)

James Canavan 1903-1904 | Laborer

Joanna Kelly 1905-1906 | Housekeeper

Patrick M. Baker 1905-1913 | Freight clerk

David Lane 1906-1916 | Glassworker,
Foreman

John Francis Cullinan 1914-1918 | Machinist, marries Bridget in 1917;
Tubemaker WWI draft registration card

Edward Cullinan 1916-1918 | Laborer

Edward Callinane 1917

Dennis Vincent Murphy 1917-1919 | Clerk WWI draft registration card

Julia Murphy 1917-1919 Widow of Dennis Murphy

Stephen Francis Murphy 1917-1918 WWI draft registration card

William S. Murphy 1917-1918 | Wire worker

Mary Cullinan 1918
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Stephen J. Murphy 1919 Helper
Laurence Murphy 1920 Helper
Mary T. Murphy 1920 Clerk
Humphrey Murphy & wife, Margaret | 1920-1924 | Butcher
Martin J. Walsh & wife, Ellen 1919-1940 | Laborer
Marie A. Dineen 1924-1940 | Clerk
Martin Devereux 1927 Laborer
William Devereux & wife, Vera 1927 Candymaker
Arthur A. Bradley & wife, Agnes 1929 Chauffeur
Alex Davidson & wife, Florence 1940 Painter

1. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Please see the section immediately below which discusses location, design, materials and any
alterations as the same information would be written here, just in longer form.

The National Park Service identifies historic integrity as the ability of a property to convey
significance. A property should possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent or contain the
values and qualities for which it is judged significant; therefore, the following is an
identification and evaluation of these qualities and alterations as they affect the ability of the
subject property to convey significance.

TREMONT STREET 233 - FRONT ELEVATION

TREMONT STREET 233 - REAR ELEVATION
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TREMONT STRELT 233 - RIGNT CLIVATION

o

The period of relevance for the building begins ¢.1884-1889.

TREMONT STRECT 233~ LIFT ELIVATION

B

a. Location: This structure is believed to be in its original location.
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b. Design: Wood-framed triple-decker. Three stories tall, four bays wide; flat roof; right front
entry hall (two doors); polygonal three-story bay on left front facade; deep eave; front entry
open portico; steps leading from grade to front entry; enclosed entry to basement on rear
elevation; rear egress door exits to concrete steps; original brackets remain at rear entry
door supporting door hood; symmetrical placement of windows on each story of front, left,

and rear elevations.

c. Materials: Vinyl trim, asbestos shingles; metal or fiberglass front entry doors; mid-20"-
century decorative metal posts supporting portico roof; 20""-century metal rails; composite-
type front steps; one-over-one replacement windows (vinyl or metal); concrete parged
foundation; original wood door hood brackets at rear entry; concrete rear egress steps,
metal posts and metal railings (mid-20"-century); metal or vinyl casement windows on rear

elevation; modern fiberglass or metal doors on rear elevation.

d. Alterations: Replacement windows, doors, front and rear steps, railings, and posts, vinyl
trim. Asbestos siding may be original or later, concrete parging over original foundation.
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e. Evaluation of Integrity: The building retains the integrity of its original form and likely its
original location.

1. EINDINGS

For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (i)
importantly associated with people, events or history and/or (ii) historically or
architecturally significant. The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) must make these
findings. The portions of the Demolition Review Ordinance (DRO) related to these findings
are included below:

A. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Importantly associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with the broad
architectural, cultural, political, economic or social history of the City or the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

1. The HPC must make a finding as to whether or not 233 Tremont Street meets any
of the criteria stated above.
2. The HPC must specifically state why 233 Tremont Street does or does not meet

the threshold for historic significance under finding “a".

B. HISTORICAL & ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The findings for historical and/or architectural significance of a historic property
address the period, style, method of building construction and association with a
reputed architect or builder of the subject property, either by itself of in the context of a
group of buildings or structures, and therefore it is in the public interest to be
preserved or rehabilitated rather than to be demolished.

1. The HPC must make a finding as to whether or not 233 Tremont Street meets any
of the criteria stated above.

2. The HPC must specifically state why 233 Tremont Street or does not meet the
threshold for historic significance under finding “b".

If the HPC makes the above finding, the HPC must state their reasons why they take this
position.

V. VOTE

1. When bringing the matter to a vote, the HPC must include the reasons why 233
Tremont Street is or is not “historically significant”.
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Ward 11, 1852. The 1852 Draper Map shows the course of the Miller’s
River, the early routes of Washington Street (ca. 1630), Beacon Street
(1813) and Medford Street (1813). Few residential tracts were yet platted
near the factories.
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Ward Il and Cobble Hill

Ward II and Cobble Hill (now the site of an industrial park)
were the heart of Somerville’s nineteenth century industry. At
settlement, much of the area south of Milk Row and Washing-
ton Street was a tidal marshland drained by a tributary of the
Charles River. This tributary was known as Gibones Creek,
Willis’ Creek, and later the Miller’s River. The marshland
extended from the edge of the river near Medford Street, west
as far as Webster Avenue, and to the north as far as Milk Row,
(now Somerville Avenue). Washington Street, the first route
through Somerville, avoided the marshy areas and crossed the
western section of Ward Il on its route to Harvard Square.

John Wolrich (or Woolrich), the first inhabitant of Charles-
town “Beyond the Neck” settled near the corner of Dane and
Washington Streets. Although part of Charlestown, the
marshy area was excluded from the Stinted Common and was
relatively unpopulated until the early nineteenth century. At
least two eighteenth century houses still stand in Ward 11,
although they may have been moved from other locations.

In the early nineteenth century, Ward Il grew slowly as a cen-
ter of transportation and a manufacturing district adjacent to
the East Cambridge glassworks and manufacturing district.
Road and railroad connections, many of them paid for by Bos-
ton and Charlestown entrepreneurs, made the area well-situ-
ated for the distribution of goods and materials to Cambridge,
Charlestown, and Boston. Webster Avenue was built by inves-
tor Royal Makepeace in 1809 to connect with Cambridge
Street; Medford Street, connecting with the Craigie Bridge,
was constructed in 1813; Beacon Street was built in the same
year to connect with Hampshire Street in Cambridge; and the
tracks of Fitchburg Railroad were laid in 1836.

Before the Civil War, claypits were dug in at least one Ward
Il location. The Middlesex Dye and Bleachery Company estab-
lished in 1801 and the American Tube Works founded in 1852
were among the first large industries. Slaughterhouses were
established in the 1850s, a decade which marked the transfor-
mation of Somerville from a brickmaking and farming town to
a manufacturing and food processing center. By 1872, the year
in which Somerville became a city, there were over fifty factor-
ies or shops between Medford Street, the Cambridge line, and
Somerville Avenue. Metal fabrication, bleaching and dyeing,
tanning, lumber processing, slaughtering, distilling and rope-
making were among the closely-sited industries.

This concentration of industry and the discharge of atten-
dant pollutants in an area of poorly drained soil brought conse-
quences which affected the character of both the immediate
area and the surrounding city for the next century. While the
hills north of Milk Row (Somerville Avenue) and Washington
Street boasted fine businessmen’s homes and attractive com-
muters’ subdivisions, Ward Il was filled with stagnant ponds,
hundreds of smokestacks, and herds of animals awaiting
slaughter.
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